
Meeting Minutes

Town of Groton, Connecticut 45 Fort Hill Road

Groton, CT 06340-4394

Town Clerk 860-441-6640

Town Manager 

860-441-6630

Town Council

Mayor Heather Bond Somers, Councilors Dean G. Antipas, Bruce S. Flax, Bill Johnson, Karen F. Morton, 

Deborah L. Peruzzotti, Rita M. Schmidt, James L. Streeter, and Harry A. Watson

Tuesday, April 16, 2013 7:30 PM Town Hall Annex - Community Room 1

REGULAR MEETING

ROLL CALLI.

Mayor Heather Somers called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m..

Members Present: Mayor Somers, Councilor Flax, Councilor Johnson, Councilor Morton, Councilor 

Schmidt, Councilor Streeter and Councilor Watson

Members Absent: Councilor Antipas and Councilor Peruzzotti

Also present were Town Manager Mark Oefinger and Town Clerk Betsy Moukawsher.

SALUTE TO THE FLAGII.

The Salute to the Flag was led by Counclor Flax.

RECOGNITION, AWARDS & MEMORIALSIII.

None.

RECEIPT OF CITIZENS' PETITIONS, COMMENTS AND CONCERNSIV.

None.

RESPONSES TO CITIZENS' PETITIONS, COMMENTS AND CONCERNSV.

None.

CONSENT CALENDARVI.

a.  Approval of Minutes

2013-0111 Approval of Minutes (Town Council)

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the Town Council meetings of March 28, 2013 and April 2, 2013 

are hereby accepted and approved.

This Matter was Adopted on the Consent Calendar.

b.  Administrative Items

2013-0108 Special Trust Fund Contributions

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING CONTRIBUTIONS TO SPECIAL TRUST FUND

RESOLVED, that the Town Council hereby accepts contributions to the Town as follows:

City of Groton Matching Funds - $372.99 - Groton Utilities Energy Assistance Program

Joseph and Arlene Atwood - $20.00 - Groton Utilities Energy Assistance Program

Robert and Phyllis Boggs - $10.71 - Groton Utilities Energy Assistance Program

Robert and Phyllis Boggs - $8.71 - Groton Utilities Energy Assistance Program

Anne-Marie Quagliaroli - $15.00 - Groton Utilities Energy Assistance Program

Knights of Columbus - $300.00 - Parks and Recreation Revolving

Southeastern Connecticut Advocates for Developmental Disabilities, Inc. - $300.00 - Parks and 

Recreation Revolving

Groton Public Library Circle of Friends - $1,000 - Library Miscellaneous

Susan Decorte McMillan - $250.00 - Parks and Recreation Revolving
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Susan Decorte McMillan - $250.00 - Parks and Recreation Revolving

This Matter was Adopted on the Consent Calendar.

2013-0110 Tax Refund

RESOLUTION APPROVING TAX REFUND

WHEREAS, the following, for the reason indicated, has overpaid taxes in the amount specified, 

and 

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector has recommended the amount be refunded, be it

RESOLVED, that the tax refunds indicated below are hereby approved.

Mystic Lawn Care - $2,363.36 - Excess Payments

Mystic Lawn Care - $35.85 - Excess Payments

This Matter was Adopted on the Consent Calendar.

c.  Deletions from the Town Council Referral List

2012-0333 Appointment of William Middleton to the Historic District Commission

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - No further action on the Consent Calendar.

2013-0099 Reappointment of Edward Kolnaski to Parks and Recreation Commission

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - Action to be taken on the Consent Calendar.

2013-0100 Reappointment of David Scott to Inland Wetlands Agency

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - Action to be taken on the Consent Calendar.

2013-0101 Reappointment of Christine Grady to Zoning Board of Appeals

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - Action to be taken on the Consent Calendar.

2013-0102 Reappointment of Barbara Block to the Inland Wetlands Agency

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - Action to be taken on the Consent Calendar.

2013-0109 Appointment of Andrea Ackerman to Historic District Commission

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - Action to be taken on the Consent Calendar.

Passed The Consent Calendar

A motion was made by Councilor Flax, seconded by Councilor Schmidt, to adopt the Consent Calendar, 

including all the preceding items marked as having been adopted on the Consent Calendar.

The motion carried  unanimously

COMMUNICATION REPORTS (Other than Committee Reports)VII.

a.  Town Councilors

Councilors received various emails regarding the FYE 2014 Town Budget.

Councilor Streeter attended the ceremony commemorating the loss of the Thresher (SSN 593) fifty 

years ago. He gave an update on the Groton Veterans' Memorial Park project.

Councilor Watson attended the installation of officers for the Groton Elks and the awards 

ceremony for the twelve elementary school children that provided drawings for the 2014 Groton 

Human Services calendar.

Councilor Schmidt attended an Energy, Efficiency and Conservation Committee meeting on March 

11, 2013. She reported that the SubBase has named Bill Jankowski, an engineer at the Base, as 

their representative to the committee. 
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Mayor Somers met with teachers from STEM Education Initiative focusing on science, technology, 

engineering and math. She discussed planting vegetable gardens at elementary schools.

b.  Clerk of the Representative Town Meeting

The Town Clerk reported on the April 10 meeting and announced that the next regular meeting 

will be held on May 8, 2013.  She stated that the Annual Budget Meeting will begin on April 29, 

2013 at 7:00 p.m. at the Groton Senior Center.

c.  Clerk of the Council

The Town Clerk attended a Groton Rotary meeting and served as a juror last week.

d.  Town Manager

The Town Manager reported on upcoming events, including a presentation sponsored by the Bill 

Memorial Library entitled "By Land and By Sea" to be held April 20, 2013, at the Shennecossett 

Yacht Club. He mentioned an invitation to the launch of Mystic's GeoHistorian Project to be held 

on May 4, 2013, at the Mystic River Park.

e.  Town Attorney

No report.

COMMITTEE REPORTSVIII.

a.  Community & Cultural Development - Chairman Schmidt

No meeting, no report.

b.  Economic Development - Chairman Johnson

No meeting, no report.

c.  Education/Health & Social Services - Chairman Watson

No meeting, no report.

d.  Environment/Energy - Chairman Peruzzotti

No meeting, no report.

e.  Finance - Chairman Morton

No meeting, no report.

f.   Personnel/Appointments/Rules - Chairman Flax

Councilor Flax read the minutes of the April 2, 2013 meeting, which are on file at the Town 

Clerk's office.

g.  Public Safety - Chairman Streeter

No meeting, no report.

h.  Public Works/Recreation - Chairman Antipas

No meeting, no report.

i.   Committee of the Whole - Mayor Somers

Mayor Somers reported that the Committee of the Whole completed its review of the FYE 2014 

Town Budget and will be meeting next week on various items of business.

UNFINISHED BUSINESSIX.

None.

NEW BUSINESSX.

The appointments/reappointments on tonight's agenda were moved by Councilor Flax, seconded 

by Councilor Morton and voted on at the same time.  All appointments/reappointments passed 

unanimously.

2013-0099 Reappointment of Edward Kolnaski to Parks and Recreation Commission
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RESOLUTION REAPPOINTING EDWARD KOLNASKI TO THE PARKS AND RECREATION 

COMMISSION

RESOLVED, that Edward F. Kolnaski, 341 Ridgewood Drive, Mystic is hereby reappointed to the 

Parks and Recreation Commission for a term expiring 12/31/17.

A motion was made by Councilor Flax, seconded by Councilor Morton, that this matter be Adopted.

The motion carried unanimously

2013-0100 Reappointment of David Scott to Inland Wetlands Agency

RESOLUTION REAPPOINTING DAVID SCOTT TO THE INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY

RESOLVED, that David Scott, 191 Pequot Avenue, Mystic is hereby reappointed to the Inland 

Wetlands Agency for a term ending 12/31/14.

A motion was made by Councilor Flax, seconded by Councilor Morton, that this matter be Adopted.

The motion carried unanimously

2013-0101 Reappointment of Christine Grady to Zoning Board of Appeals

RESOLUTION REAPPOINTING CHRISTINE GRADY TO THE ZONING BOARD OF 

APPEALS

RESOLVED, that Christine Grady, 17 Palmers Cove Drive, is hereby reappointed to the Zoning 

Board of Appeals for a term expiring 12/31/2015.

A motion was made by Councilor Flax, seconded by Councilor Morton, that this matter be Adopted.

The motion carried unanimously

2013-0102 Reappointment of Barbara Block to the Inland Wetlands Agency

RESOLUTION REAPPOINTING BARBARA BLOCK TO THE INLAND WETLANDS 

AGENCY

RESOLVED, that Barbara Block, 142 Bay View Avenue, Mystic is hereby reappointed to the 

Inland Wetlands Agency for a term expiring 12/31/14.

A motion was made by Councilor Flax, seconded by Councilor Morton, that this matter be Adopted.

The motion carried unanimously

2013-0109 Appointment of Andrea Ackerman to Historic District Commission

RESOLUTION APPOINTING ANDREA ACKERMAN AS AN ALTERNATE MEMBER TO 

THE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

RESOLVED, that Andrea L. Ackerman, 824 Groton Long Point Road, is hereby appointed as an 

alternate member to the Historic District Commission for a term ending 12/31/15.

A motion was made by Councilor Flax, seconded by Councilor Morton, that this matter be Adopted.

The motion carried unanimously

OTHER BUSINESSXI.

None.

ADJOURNMENTXII.

A motion to adjourn at 7:48 p.m. was made by Councilor Watson, seconded by Coucilor Flax and 

so voted unanimously.

Attest:

Betsy Moukawsher, Town Clerk

Clerk of the Council
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